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[124] CHAPTER XII.
OF WHAT OCCURRED' AT MISCOU.

‘¢ OD continues his favors toward our poor
Savages,—they now open their eyes; they
desire Baptism and ask for Christian in-

struction. I have never seen them better disposed,”

writes Father Richard. ‘‘ We have baptized 14

since my last letter—a family of eight persons; and

six in the extremity of illness, who nearly all died
shortly afterward. Among these, a young man, who
was very intelligent, showed by his answers and his
fervor that his was a soul destined for Heaven. As
to the family, it was to have been baptized last year;
but its head, whose name is Iariet, had been guilty
of intemperance, and this occasioned the delay. His
wife, however, feared that she might die in child-
birth,—for she said that her time had long passed,
and she was exceedingly ill,—and desired Baptism
before our departure. She obtained it, not only on
account of her dangerous condition but also owing
to her own [125] merits, which cause her to pass with
every one for the most virtuous, the wisest, and most
modest of all the Savage women. The administra-
tion of the rites was deferred until the Baptism of
her husband. On the 3oth of July, this favor was
granted to him and to all his family. He was named

Denis by Monsieur Prevost, Captain in the King’s

navy, commanding the Ship St. Joseph; and his

wife was named Marguerite. This good woman was



